[Pulmonary hypertension: the future has begun].
In recent years, pulmonary hypertension got into the focus of research due to the development of efficacious medications and the discovery of important pathologic mechanisms of disease. Currently, prostanoids, endothelin receptor antagonists and phosphodiesterase 5 inhibitors are the most important substance groups used for treatment. Substances that are emerging in tumor therapy (tyrosine kinase inhibitors, epidermal growth factor [EGF] und platelet-derived growth factor [PDGF] receptor blockers), vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP), rho-kinase inhibitors and targeted drugs for endothelial dysfunction will be evaluated as future drugs for pulmonary hypertension. Improving early diagnosis of pulmonary hypertension will be an important task in the future. Both the development of diagnostic methods with increased sensitivity and specificity and a broad awareness program will be necessary to achieve this goal.